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President’s Message 
Thoughts from President Steve: 

 

After I joined our club in 2007, I soon became aware of the energy displayed by members who were well into 

their seventies.  Even though some of those persons have now moved away or reduced their participation in 

club activities, there are others who continue to be active and inspire the rest of the membership.  There’s no 

doubt that one of the reasons for their continued involvement is that they have a good attitude about 

community service and about getting along with others who are also here to serve.  To all these members, I 

say, “Thank You.” 

I also want to express my gratitude to those individuals who have provided valuable insight for handling 

challenging situations, and to those members who faced adversity of any kind but continued to display an 

attitude of service consistent with our mission. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
  

PRESIDENT Steve Gross 

1
st

 VICE PRESIDENT Greg St. Amour 

(Newsletter, club directory)  

2
nd

 VICE PRESIDENT Jason Randlett 

(K.P. chairperson, kitchen supplies)  

3
rd

 VICE PRESIDENT Bill Ryan 

(Rentals, maintenance, building supplies, grounds)  

SECRETARY Rick Dossey 

TREASURER Carl Kinker 

TAIL TWISTER Bill Shaffer 

LION TAMER David DeVilbiss 

FIRST YEAR DIRECTORS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS 

 

Board Meetings First Tuesday, 7:00 PM at the Lions' Clubhouse  

 

 

Tim Fischer 
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I’ve been told that the best pin a Lion can receive is the one that bears the inscription, “Past President.”  

Nevertheless, I am looking forward to supporting our new leadership in maintaining and advancing the image 

of the Carmel Lions Club as a community institution dedicated to serving others.   

I appreciate the experiences I’ve had this past year and the good memories that have come with them. 

 

Fish Fry Up-Date: 
 

From Tom Lorson 

 
Lions, 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Spring Pancake Breakfast.  Your help is 
appreciated! 
 
Special thank you to Kyle Rich, Lane Sims, Woody Hurst and Hans Kok for all their assistance. 
 
And a huge thank you to our top seller Norwin Hall with 92 tickets sold. 
 
We served 447 customers.  This is down slightly from our 5 year spring average attendance of 
470.  There were 127 walk in customers, 289 presale customers, 17 complimentary tickets and 
14 tickets distributed to local food pantries. 
 
We sold 597 presale tickets for a 48.4% redemption rate; this is almost exactly in line with our 5 
year spring average. 
 
We do not have final profit numbers, as there are still a few bills to pay. 
 
This is a great Lions event and a great event for the Carmel community. 
 
The Committee: 

 

2019 Activities coming up: 
 
 

July 4
th

                  Strawberry & Ice Cream Festival              David DeVibiss 
                               Parade Marshaling                                          Ken Hubert 
 
 
August 16

th
 -17

th
       Annual Fish Fry                                         Steve Gross 
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September 16     8
th
 Annual Carmel Lions Golf Outing         Dwight  Gossett 

 
Meetings: 

 
June 11

th
   REGULAR MEETING-     

KP’S: Don Scholer*, Glenn Simpkins, John Herron  
PROGRAM: Scott Swan, TV  anchor Channel 13  

 

 
June 25

th
   Catered Meal   Spouses Night 

KP’S: Greg St Amour*, Karen Butler, Mary Jane Bodner 
PROGRAM: Installation Of 2019-2020 Officers & Awards Night 
 

Note:  (*) indicates chairperson 

 
May Meeting  (5/9/19)        13  board members & 2 regular members 

 

 

 

On  5/9/19, the regular Board Meeting commenced  at 7:05 - Rick Dossey brought snacks. 

 

Rick Dossey brought up Ed Pursel's membership status; Bill Ryan generously paid his dues and said he will inquire with Ed about his 

ability and desire to remain an active member. 

 

Carl Kinker presented our financial statement.  Jeff Adair made a motion to accept,  Tim Fischer seconded, and the board approved.   Carl 

will make our annual donations to LCIF and Indiana Lions to provide for Melvin Jones and WP Woods awards.   Steve Gross has selected 

the Miyamoto award recipients for this year. 

 

Bill Ryan reported that compliments had been received about the recent mulching. 

 

Jason Randlett reported that there are currently no plans for grilling activity at our May regular meetings. 

 

The officer induction meeting will be 6/25/19 -- Jason Randlett will be grilling; the meal will be catered -- there will no meal charges to 

members. 

 

August 16-17 were selected as the Fish Fry dates, the plan  is to serve lunch on Friday.   Adding chicken tenders and/or tenderloins to the 

menu will be considered, and our pricing will be reviewed. 

 

Tim Fischer is finalizing dates and committee members for the 2019-2020 directory.   Tom Lorson is confident he has a clean e-mail list for 

inclusion in the directory. 

 

Dwight Gossett announced that the annual golf tournament will be 9/16/19 at Prairie View.   He asked for volunteers to assist in running the 

tournament. 

_____________ 
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Steve Gross moderated a discussion between the groups within the board that have become estranged after the last officer election cycle.   

The seriousness of the situation was described by Tom Lorson, who noted  that several active, younger members were contemplating 

resigning from the club, and that this would have a major impact on the club's future activities. 

 

While some hoped that the issue could be resolved  through alterations to the nominating and voting process, it because increasingly clear 

as the discussion unfolded that there were larger issues of trust and good will at play. 

 

The younger group expressed their dismay that alternate candidates were encouraged to run by older members that didn't agree with the 

nominating committee's selections.   It was recalled that during the nomination process from the floor at a regular meeting, a comment was 

made that demeaned the contributions of a committee nominated member.    

 

The older group felt that members wanting to serve were being overlooked and/or unsolicited for open positions that they would be well 

suited for. 

 

After everyone had a chance to say their part in the discussion, effort was made to focus on ideas to bring the group together going forward.   

Some of the ideas discussed were: 

  

 1.  A club retreat on a weekend 

 2.  Replacement of some of our long tables with round tables, which would lead to increased interaction of club members at 

      regular meetings. Alternative methods of seating assignments were mentioned as well. 

 3.  Attending a social event -- like a Drive-in movie was brought up. 

 4.  Development of a vision statement for the club that draws together the values of all groups within the club. 

 

At the end of the discussion, persons from both groups sought to reconcile the differences, and commit to a path forward that pulled 

everyone together. 

 

The meeting concluded at 8:23. 

 

Future meetings: 

The next board meeting is on June 4
th
,  2019.     Jeff Adair will host. 

 


